T\r Blackall, in the preface to his most excellent work 011 Dropsies, has remarked, that dropsy of the same cavity is not always the same disease. The value of this observation, as well as the truth of it, will be acknowledged by the practical physician. Every one in the habit of treating dropsies, must have been puzzled and perplexed to find very different effects produced by the same remedies, in diseases apparently the same; but when we know that effusion of water in the different cavities of the body is sometimes the effect of inflammatory action, or at least is combined with this state, and sometimes the result of relaxation and debility of the system, we can very readily conceive how the remedy, which at one time will do good, may at another be inert or even prejudicial.
General debility, and in consequence of this, laxity of the exhalants, has generally been considered the proximate cause of dropsy, and the practice of physicians accorded with this notion ; phenomena, however, frequently presented themselves to accurate observers, which by no means corresponded with the received doctrine.
Dr Baillie noticed, in an anasarcous patient, the cells loaded with an effusion imperfectly coagulated and lymphy, and he has also seen the membranes covered with an inflammatory crust, even where there had been a true dropsy of the cavity. Simi 
